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1
BAKERY DOLLY

This application claims priority to U.S. Provisional Appli-
cation Ser. No. 61/376,227, filed Aug. 23, 2010.

BACKGROUND

A dolly for bakery trays typically includes a deck sup-
ported by casters. A stack of bakery trays can be supported on
the dolly for moving the bakery trays.

Some types of bakery trays include a base with side walls
and front and rear walls extending upwardly from a periphery
of the base. The front and rear walls are shorter than the side
walls. Stacking feet protrude outwardly from the side walls.
The stacking feet may provide multiple stacking heights for
the trays when they are stacked in different relative orienta-
tions.

SUMMARY

A dolly according to example embodiments of the present
invention includes a deck having a support surface and a
plurality of wheels below the deck. The deck includes a
peripheral lip around a periphery of the deck, the peripheral
lip including an inner wall portion spaced inwardly from an
outer wall portion. The inner wall portion and outer wall
portion are joined continuously at an upper edge thereof.

In one option, there are recesses formed in end portions of
the peripheral lip. The recesses receive the stacking feet of the
tray. The stacking feet of the tray can slide on the peripheral
lip during stacking until the stacking feet drop into the
recesses, and the stacking feet can slide on the peripheral lip
during unstacking.

In one embodiment, the recesses are formed only in the
inner portion of the peripheral lip. In another embodiment,
the recesses are formed through both the inner portion and the
outer portion of the peripheral lip.

The dolly may also include reinforcement channels formed
in the support surface. A recess may be formed outwardly of
the support area.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a perspective view of a dolly according to a first
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 2 is a top view of the dolly of FIG. 1.

FIG. 3 is a bottom view of the dolly of FIG. 1.

FIG. 4 is an end view of the dolly of FIG. 1.

FIG. 5 is a side view of the dolly of FIG. 1.

FIG. 5A is a bottom perspective view of the dolly of FIG.
1.

FIG. 6 shows the dolly of FIG. 1 with a first tray stacked
thereon.

FIG. 7 shows the dolly of FIG. 1 with a second tray stacked
thereon.

FIG. 81s aperspective view ofa dolly according to a second
embodiment of the present invention.

FIG. 9 is a top view of the dolly of FIG. 8.

FIG. 10 is a bottom view of the dolly of FIG. 8.

FIG. 11 is an end view of the dolly of FIG. 8.

FIG. 12 is a side view of the dolly of FIG. 8.

FIG. 12A is a bottom perspective view of the dolly of FIG.
8.

FIG. 13 shows the dolly of FIG. 8 with a first tray stacked
thereon.

FIG. 14 shows the dolly of FIG. 8 with a second tray
stacked thereon.
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FIG. 15 is an end view of the second tray being slid onto the
dolly of FIG. 14.

FIG. 16 is a perspective view of the tray and dolly of FIG.
15.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION OF THE PREFERRED
EMBODIMENTS

A dolly 10 for bakery trays according to a first embodiment
of the present invention is shown in FIGS. 1-7. The dolly 10
includes a deck having a central support surface 12 circum-
scribing a central opening 14. The deck includes a plurality of
reinforcement channels including end reinforcement chan-
nels 16 having ribs 17 extending therethrough and side rein-
forcement channels 18 having ribs 19 extending there-
through. The central support surface 12 of the deck further
includes outer side reinforcement channels 20 having ribs 21
therethrough. Each end of the dolly 10 includes a recessed
area 22 outward of the central support surface 12. Reinforce-
ment channels 24 are formed in the recessed areas 22 and
include perpendicular ribs 25 therethrough.

Caster-receiving pockets 26 are formed adjacent corners of
the dolly 10 through the central support surface 12 and
recessed areas 22. The caster-receiving pockets 26 are aligned
with casters 34 extending downward from an under side of the
dolly 10.

A peripheral lip 28 extends around the periphery of the
dolly 10. The peripheral lip 28 includes an inner wall portion
30 spaced inwardly from an outer wall portion 32. The inner
wall portion 30 and the outer wall portion 32 are joined
continuously at an upper edge thereof. The double-walled
peripheral lip 28 provides increased strength and durability to
the dolly 10. The double-walled peripheral lip 28 provides
increased stiffness to the deck. Recesses 36 are formed inend
portions of the peripheral lip 28. The recesses 56 in this
embodiment are formed through the inner wall portion 30 of
the peripheral lip 28 but not through the outer wall portion 32
of the peripheral lip 28.

FIG. 2 is top view of the dolly 10 and FIG. 3 is a bottom
view of the dolly 10. As shown, the inner wall portion 30 of
the peripheral lip 28 is spaced inwardly of the outer wall
portion 32.

FIG. 4 is an end view of the dolly 10. FIG. 5 is a side view
of the dolly 10. FIG. 5A is a bottom perspective view of the
dolly 10. As shown, the channels 16, 18, 20, 22 formed in the
upper surface (FIG. 1) are partially defined by at their lower
end by lower panels 38, 40, 42, 44, respectively. Ribs 46
support the upper horizontal panels and surfaces (FIG. 1) of
the deck of the dolly 10.

As shown in FIG. 6, a first tray 50 can be received on the
dolly 10. The first tray 50 includes a base 52 and side walls 54
extending upwardly from side edges of the base 52. Front and
rear walls 56 extend upward from front and rear edges of the
base 52. The side walls 54 are taller than the front and rear
walls 56. Stacking feet 58 protrude outwardly from the side
walls 54. When the first tray 50 is stacked on the dolly 10, the
feet 58 are received in the recesses 36 in the peripheral lip 28
of'the dolly 10. Additional first trays 50 can be stacked on the
first tray 50.

FIG. 7 shows a second tray 60 stacked on the dolly 10. The
second tray 60 also includes a base 62 having side walls 64
and front and rear walls 66 extending upwardly therefrom.
The side walls 64 are taller than the front and rear walls 66.
Stacking feet 68 protrude outwardly from the side walls 64
and are received in the recesses 36 in the peripheral lip 28.
Additional second trays 60 and first trays 50 can be stacked on
the second tray 60.
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FIG. 8 illustrates a dolly 110 according to a second
embodiment of the present invention. The second dolly 110 is
generally identical to the first dolly 10 of FIGS. 1-7 except as
otherwise shown or described. The dolly 110 includes a cen-
tral support surface 112 and a double-walled peripheral lip
128 having an inner wall portion 130 and an outer wall portion
132. Recesses 136 (or notches) are formed through end por-
tions of the peripheral lip 128. The recesses 136 are formed
through the inner wall portion 130 and the outer wall portion
132. Casters 134 extend downward from the deck of the dolly
110. FIG. 9 is a top view of the dolly 110. FIG. 10 is a bottom
view of the dolly 110. FIG. 11 is an end view of the dolly 110
showing the recesses 136 formed through the end of the
peripheral lip 128. FIG. 12 is a side view of the dolly 110.

FIG. 12A is a bottom perspective view of the dolly 110. As
shown, the channels formed in the upper surface (FIG. 8) are
partially defined by at their lower end by lower panels 138,
140, 142, 144. Ribs 146 support the upper horizontal panels
and surfaces (FIG. 8) of the deck of the dolly 110.

FIG. 13 shows the dolly 110 with the first tray 50 stacked
thereon. The feet 58 of the side walls 54 are received in the
recesses 136 in the end portions of the peripheral lip 128.

FIG. 14 shows the second tray 60 stacked on the dolly 110.
As shown, the stacking feet 68 of the second tray 60 are
received in the recesses 136 of the peripheral lip 128 of the
dolly 110.

FIG. 15 is an end view of the dolly 110 as the second tray
60 is being slid into position. One of the feet 68 rests on top of
the peripheral lip 128 as shown, both feet 68 on each side wall
include a lower flange portion 70 protruding downwardly
from the stacking feet 68. The lower flange portion 70 is also
recessed inwardly from an outer edge of the stacking feet 68,
such that the lower flange portion 70 would contact the inner
wall portion 130 of the peripheral lip 128 as the stacking foot
68 rides on top of the peripheral lip 128. This is shown more
clearly in FIG. 16.

The stacking feet 58 of the first tray 50 include a similar
lower flange and would operate similarly on the dolly 110.
Further, the first tray 50 and second tray 60 would stack
similarly on the first tray 10.

In accordance with the provisions of the patent statutes and
jurisprudence, exemplary configurations described above are
considered to represent a preferred embodiment of the inven-
tion. However, it should be noted that the invention can be
practiced otherwise than as specifically illustrated and
described without departing from its spirit or scope.

What is claimed is:

1. A dolly and tray in combination comprising:

a dolly including a deck having a support surface circum-
scribing an opening, the support surface including at
least one reinforcement channel formed therein, the
deck including a peripheral lip around a periphery of the
deck, the peripheral lip including an inner wall spaced
inwardly from an outer wall, an upper horizontal wall
joining the inner wall and the outer wall continuously at
upper edges thereof, wherein the peripheral lip includes
opposed, generally parallel end portions and opposed,
generally parallel side portions and wherein the end
portions of the peripheral lip each includes a plurality of
recesses formed therein, wherein the deck includes a
recessed area outward of the support surface between the
support surface and the peripheral lip, wherein the
recessed area is lower than the peripheral lip and lower
than the support surface, the dolly further including a
plurality of wheels below the deck; and

atray having a base, side walls extending upward from side
edges of the base, end walls extending upward from the
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base, wherein stacking feet protrude outward from the
side walls, the tray stacked on the dolly such that the
stacking feet are received in the recesses in the periph-
eral lip.

2. The dolly and tray of claim 1 wherein the recesses are
openings through the inner wall and through the outer wall.

3. The dolly and tray of claim 1 wherein the outer wall of
the peripheral lip is taller than the inner wall of the peripheral
lip.

4. The dolly and tray of claim 3 wherein the outer wall of
the peripheral lip extends completely and continuously about
the periphery of the deck.

5. A dolly comprising:

a deck having a support surface, the support surface includ-
ing at least one reinforcement channel formed therein,
the deck including a peripheral lip around a periphery of
the deck, the peripheral lip including an inner wall
spaced inwardly from an outer wall, an upper horizontal
wall joining the inner wall and the outer wall continu-
ously at upper edges thereof, wherein the deck includes
a recessed area outward of the support surface between
the support surface and the peripheral lip, wherein the
recessed area is lower than the peripheral lip and lower
than the support surface; and a plurality of wheels below
the deck, the peripheral lip including end portions and
side portions, the end portions of the peripheral lip each
including a plurality of recesses formed therein, wherein
the recesses are openings through the inner wall, but not
through the outer wall, such that the recesses are
bounded by the outer wall.

6. The dolly of claim 5 in combination with a tray having a
base, side walls extending upward from side edges of the
base, end walls extending upward from the base, wherein
stacking feet protrude outward from the side walls, the tray
stacked on the dolly such that the stacking feet are received in
the recesses in the peripheral lip.

7. A dolly and tray in combination comprising:

a dolly including a deck having a support surface, the deck
including a peripheral lip, wherein the peripheral lip
includes end portions and side portions and wherein the
end portions of the peripheral lip each includes a plural-
ity of recesses formed therein, the peripheral lip includ-
ing an inner wall spaced inwardly from an outer wall,
wherein the recesses are openings through the inner
wall, but not through the outer wall, such that the
recesses are bounded by the outer wall, the inner wall
extending upward from an edge of the support surface,
the outer wall spaced outward from the edge of the
support surface, the dolly further including a plurality of
wheels below the deck; and

atray having a base, side walls extending upward from side
edges of the base, end walls extending upward from the
base, wherein stacking feet protrude outward from the
side walls, the tray stacked on the dolly such that the
stacking feet are received in the recesses in the periph-
eral lip.

8. A dolly and tray in combination comprising:

a dolly including a deck having a support surface, the deck
including a peripheral lip around a periphery of the deck,
the peripheral lip including an inner wall spaced away
from an outer wall to define a void therebetween, the
inner wall extending upward from an outer periphery of
the support surface, the outer wall extending downward
lower than the support surface, the outer wall spaced
outward of the inner wall, an upper horizontal wall join-
ing the inner wall and the outer wall continuously at
upper edges thereof, wherein the peripheral lip includes
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end portions and side portions and wherein the end por-
tions of the peripheral lip each includes a plurality of
recesses formed therein, the dolly further including a
plurality of wheels below the deck; and
atray having a base, side walls extending upward from side
edges of the base, end walls extending upward from the
base, wherein stacking feet protrude outward from the
side walls, the tray stacked on the dolly such that the
stacking feet are received in the recesses in the periph-
eral lip.
9. The dolly and tray of claim 8 wherein the recesses are
openings through the inner wall and through the outer wall.
10. The dolly and tray of claim 8 wherein the recesses are
openings through the inner wall, but not through the outer
wall, such that the recesses are bounded by the outer wall.
11. A dolly and tray in combination:
the dolly including a deck having a support surface, the
support surface including at least one reinforcement
channel formed therein, the deck including a peripheral

10
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the outer wall continuously at upper edges thereof,
wherein the deck includes a recessed area outward of the
support surface between the support surface and the
peripheral lip, wherein the recessed area is lower than
the peripheral lip and lower than the support surface, a
plurality of wheels below the deck; and

atray having a base, side walls extending upward from side
edges of the base, end walls extending upward from the
base, wherein stacking feet protrude outward from the
side walls, the tray stacked on the dolly such that the
stacking feet are received in recesses in the peripheral
lip.

12. The dolly and tray of claim 11 wherein the outer wall of

5 the peripheral lip extends completely and continuously about

lip around a periphery of the deck, the peripheral lip 20

including an inner wall spaced inwardly from an outer
wall, an upper horizontal wall joining the inner wall and

the periphery of the deck.
13. The dolly of claim 12 wherein the outer wall of the
peripheral lip is taller than the inner wall of the peripheral lip.
14. The dolly and tray of claim 1 wherein the deck is
generally rectangular and the peripheral lip has generally
parallel opposed end portions.
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